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  BLOOMFIELD SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB

Minutes of the 35th  Annual General Meeting of BSMBC held in
Woodmansterne Village Hall on Thursday 14th May 2026 at 3.30pm



1)  Apologies for Absence
There were 19 members present with apologies received from other members.  A list of those attending the meeting has been filed.

2) Adoption of Minutes of 34th  AGM
A copy of these minutes was distributed to all members prior to the meeting.  Agreement to adopt these minutes was proposed by Keith Harrison and Liz Harrison.

3) Matters arising from the minutes of the 33rd   Annual General Meeting – none.

4) President’s report – presented by Violet Casey:

 Thank you for coming to our 35th AGM.

I’d like to thank the Committee for their support over this last year with special thanks to Lester for arranging the League games and transport for us all, along with Ray’s help.

Also to Lin for having us to her house for our meetings.
Thanks go to Karen for checking our accounts.
Rod who does our website.
To Hazel for making sure we have milk each week and to Liz H for keeping plenty of tea, coffee and biscuits in the cupboard.

Can I say that it isn’t anyone’s ‘job’ to do the teas and coffees or get the cups out, just any of us that are able to help, alongside helping to put the equipment out and way – all help is much appreciated!

I’d like to welcome our new members – Sophie, Leo, John and Sarah and to say how nice it is that they have settled in with us all very well.

Thank you all again for coming and we look forward to our next year’s bowling.

5) Treasurer’s Report – presented to the AGM on 14th May 2026 by Tina Davis.

A copy of the income and expenditure account for the year ended 31 March 2026 was distributed to members at the meeting. 

Audited accounts for the year ended 31 March 2026 show a small surplus of £222. 

Green fees have continued to be charged at £2 per session and annual subscriptions of £40.  These have been sufficient to cover the costs of hiring the hall and other expenses.

We currently have 31 paid up members during the year but unfortunately our numbers are likely to be reduced this year due to the ill health of some of our members. We therefore still need to recruit new members to ensure that the club continues to be sustainable.

However, we are in a good financial position and I would recommend that green fees remain at £2 and annual subscriptions at £40. Annual subscriptions are now due and I am happy to collect these at the end of this meeting. 

If there are any questions regarding the accounts I will try to answer them.

6) Captain’s Report

The Club played 14 League games last year of which we won 8.  Lester said we should learn by experience and take points when available and not necessarily play to win.  We played all our matches with 4 players in the team which other clubs were not able to do partly because transportation is a problem as some people do not drive in the dark.

At the AGMs of the Leagues, Lester will suggest that matches are played over 12 ends rather than 15, with only one trial end in order to shorten the time for games.  There was some discussion on this as we really need two trial ends for away games. It was suggested that we should have one point only on the first end but this was not popular.  It was also suggested and discussed that a draw should result in a play off.

7) Fixtures Secretary’s Report

Ray commented that we played all our matches with a full team.

He suggested an internal competition at roll-ups for the first game only:  various formats were discussed and will be tried on Thursday 28th May.

8) Competition Secretary’s Report

Lester suggested our Christmas Drive would keep the same format as last year but the raffle prizes must be discussed as vouchers were a disaster!

9) Appointment of New Committee

As there were no volunteers for the Committee and the present members were willing to stand again, this was accepted.
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10) Any Other Business 

a) Martin’s proposal that we should have two teams in the League – it was noted that Lester tries to include all those wishing to play and does not necessarily always choose the best players.  It was suggested that this should be discussed further after the League AGMs are completed (June) as new rules may need to be considered and we need to know how many players we have.

b) It was again requested that mats should always be placed in the same position so that members become familiar with how they play.

c) Timing of sessions on Thursdays was again mentioned with prompt start and finish times.  It was suggested that a note be made of members playing one or two games when the money is collected to save time at the start of the second session.  Tina pointed out that it was still £2 per afternoon




The President again thanked everyone for coming and the meeting closed at 4.00pm.
















